60" Anniversary Diamond Jubilee Interview of

Ex-Supervisors of Po Yan Oblate Primary School: Sister Bouciqué & Sister Smets

on 23" January 2025

Sister Smets:

Po Yan School is the first estate school in Hong Kong opened its door on September
1% 1965 with the PM session followed by the AM session the second term and the
Headmasters Mr. Wong Shu Nam and Mr. Fung Kwong Chung. Our mission was
clear to serve the families in our neighbourhood believing that all children have a
right to education. Our aim has been to provide the wholesome education for the
children entrusted to us and to inculcate in their hearts basic human Christian
values which will enable them to develop a positive attitude towards life and to
take their responsibility to serve society as they grow up.

Sister Bouciqué:

Po Yan 60 Jaar Jubileum! Dear Supervisor, dear Principal, and Teachers, dear
students, and parents, dear Alumni, dear friends. Po Yan 60 years, this is a
milestone in history of Po Yan, indeed we should celebrate. Po Yan School is not and
has not just been a building attached to Block 22 of the resettlement estate “Tung
Tau Chuen” way back in 1965. Po Yan is and has been and will be remain a joyful
place of education where thousands of students received their basic education.
From Belgium | join you all in this historical celebration. All those years, Po Yan has
been faithful to its name: Universal benevolence, education for all at the very
beginning only 45 students were allowed in one class but Po Yan always had a place
for one or two more so that no child will miss its basic right to education. Let us
now today thank the Lord of Heaven for All the Graces showered on Po Yan School
to fulfill its purpose. Thank you principles, teachers, past and present, for your
dedication and hard work, giving yourself totally to the education of the youngest.
Let us celebrate together this glorious day from wherever we are, not everybody
can be present. Whatever the future of Po Yan will be, it will remain a joyful place at
the service of the most needed people in Hong Kong, be it young or old. Thank you,
dear alumni for this realization of your dreams for Po Yan! Long Live Po Yan!

Sister Bouciqué:

I've just told that the alumni and the principal will arrange a joyful event because
Hong Kong at that time had many children and the government built these schools
attached to the building where 16,000 people were housed and the students came
from the building mostly so we had a purpose these children could not enter any
other school so the Education Department asked our Superiors to run this school
and | must say | have done it with my wholehearted and soul and now these
students with the basic education have done further studies and many of them
have gotten a good job in life so these students have the spirit of Po Yan and they
will continue to serve their brothers and sisters in any need. | wish Po Yan later can
be and remain a joyful place, whatever it will be, it will be for the old people, the
needed people, it will be for the youngest and be the youngest centre, and | think |
wish to thank the alumni who will take care of the building and it must continue to
be Po Yan building! Thank you very much!
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